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CONFIDENTIAL SANAA 490 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINR, PINT, YE 

SUBJ: BIOGRAPHIC DATA FOR PRIMIN ABD AL-AZIZ ABD AL-GHANI 
REF: A) SANAA 0192, B) STATE 020175 

1. INFO REQUESTED REF B BEING SENT DEPT. TELEGRAPHICALLY TO AVOID 
POUCH DELAY. PRIMIN'S OFFICE WILL FORWARD EMBASSY RECENT 

ABD AL-GHANI PHOTO WHICH WILL BE POUCHED DEPT. AS SOON AS AVAIL- 
ABLE. 

2. BIO INFORMATION REPORTED REF A ACCURATE TO BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE. 
ABD AL-GHANI'S FIRST YARG POSITION WAS AS MINHEALTH FROM NOVEMBER 
1967 TO JANUARY 1968. ABD AL-AZIZ MOHAMMAD AL-HUBAISHI 
MENTIONED REF B WAS DEPUTY MINHEALTH FOR SHORT PERIOD IN 1967 

BUT WAS REMOVED BEFORE ABD AL-GHANI'S APPOINTMENT AS MINISTER. 
REPORT ON ABD AT,- AZIZ'S LEFTIST TENDENCIES APPEARS ACCURATE 
ALTHOUGH HE IS PRESENTLY NOT ACTIVE IN PUBLIC LIFE AND IS SEMI- 
RETURED AND RESIDING IN HOME VILLAGE OF HUDAISHI. 

3. APPROXIMATE DATES SOUTH YEMEN RESIDENCE 1954-1958 AND 1964-1967. 
RETURNED YAR AT TIME OF SOUTH YEMEN INDEPENDENCE. 

4. FOLLOWING IS SYNOPSIS OF ABD AL-GHANI'S PERSONAL AND PROFES- 
SIONAL BACKGROUND. 

A. BIRTHDATE: JULY 4, 1939 

B. BIRTHPLACE: VILLAGE OF HAIFAN, AL-QABITA DISTRICT, TAIZ 
PROVINCE. 
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C. RELIGION: SHAFA'I MOSLEM 

D. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION: FOLLOWING PRIMARY 
EDUCATION AT HAIFAN VILLAGE SCHOOL, WENT TO SOUTH YEMEN FOR 
SECONDARY TRAINING. EXACT DATE OF DEPARTURE UNKNOWN. GRADU- 
ATED FROM ADEN COLLEGE 1957. FOLLOWING YEAR SPENT STUDYING 
AT TEACHERS' INSTITUTE IN ADEN. DURING SAME PERIOD TAUGHT IN 
THE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL LOCATED AT STEAMER POINT, ADEN. 

E. HIGHER EDUCATION: OBTAINED BA IN ECONOMICS FROM COLORADO 
COLLEGE LOCATED COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO, IN 1962. RECEIVED 
MA ECONOMICS UNIV. OF COLORADO (BOULDER) IN 1964. 

F. CAREER: 1964-67 - SENIOR TEACHER IN ENGLISH, SOCIOLOGY, AND 
COMMERCE, BILQIS COLLEGE, ADEN, SOUTH YEMEN 
NOVEMBER 1967-JANUARY 1968 - MINHEALTH, YAR 

JANUARY 1968-SEPTEMBER 1968- DIRECTOR AT YEMEN BANK FOR RECON- 
STRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT 

SEPTEMBER 1968 TO APRIL 1969-MINECONONOMY, YAR 
APRIL 1969-TO JANUARY 1970 DIRECTOR OF TECHNICAL 
DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
JANUARY 1970 TO AUGUST 1971-MINECONOMY, YAR 

AUGUST 1971 -APRIL 1972-CHAIRMAN OF YEMEN FUELS CO. (LATER YEMEN 
PETROLEUM CO.) 

APRIL 1972-JANUARY 1975-GOVERNOR. CENTRAL BANK OF YEMEN 
JANUARY 23. 1975- PRIME MINISTER, YAR 

ABD AL-GHANI ALSO LECTURE ON POLITICAL ECNOOMICS AT SANAA 
UNIVERSITY 1972/73 AND 1973/74. 

G. FAMILY STATUS: MARRIED TO ADENI BORN LADY NAMED ASIYA. HAS 
FIVE CHILDREN, THREE BOYS AND TWO GIRLS. 

H. ECONOMIC OUTLOOK: ABD AL-GHANI TAKES A POSITIVE OUTLOOK 
TOWARDS THE PRIVATE SECTOR. ALTHOUGH HE IS IN FAVOR OF STRONG 
YARG SUPPORT FOR THE SEVERAL SEMI PRIVATE CORPORATIONS WHICH 
HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED IN KEY AREAS OF THE ECONOMY. AS GOVERNOR 
OF CENTRAL BANK, HE HAS INSTITUTED BANKING AND CURRENCY 
REFORMS WITH CONTINUED ASSISTANCE FROM THE IMF. HE IS KNOWN AS 
STRONG SUPPORTER OF ALL AFFILIATES OF THE WORLD BANK. ABD AL-GHANI 
IS AN ADVOCATE OF FOREIGN PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 SANAA 00490 261445Z 

YEMEN AS MEANS OF ENCOURAGING EXPORTS AND INTRODUCING NECESSARY 
LEVEL OF MANAGEMENT INTO CURRENTLY INEFFICIENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

HE HAS ON OCCASION SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED THE CIGARETTE AND SALT 
COMPANIES IN THE CONNECTION. ABD AL-GHANI HAS ALSO EXPRESSED 
CONCERN AT YAR'S NOTABLE LACK OF ADEQUATE DEEP WATER PORT FACILITIES 
AND IS ONE OF THE OFFICIALS WHO ENCOURAGED KUWAIT FUND TO DEVELOP 
MODERN SALT EXPORT CAPABILITY AT SALIF. WITH REGARD TO FOREIGN 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, PRIMIN CONCERNED AT RISING COSTS OF DEPT 
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SERVICES AND IS IN FAVOR OF USING UNUTILIZED AID TO IMPLEMENT 
PROJECTS. FOR THIS REASON. ABD AL-GHANI SUPPORTED CHINESE OFFER 
TO BUILD COTTON GINNING AND OIL EXTRACTION PLANT AT HODEIDA, 

ALTHOUGH PRIVATE BRITISH FIRM HAD MADE FAVORABLE PROPOSAL AS WELL. 

CHINESE OFFER WILL USE AS YET UNEXPENDED FUNDS FROM US$ 22.5 MILLION 
1972 LOAN. 

SCOTES 
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